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INTRODUCTION
This historic resources review of the proposed Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas
Project, located in Colchester, Essex, Williston, St. George and Hinesburg, Chittenden County,
Vermont, and in Monkton, New Haven and Middlebury, Addison County, Vermont, was
conducted by Historic Preservation Specialist, Catherine A. Quinn of the UVM Consulting
Archaeology Program, in order to assist Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) and Vermont Gas
Systems, Inc. with compliance under Vermont’s Section 248 of Title 30 and Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and its amendments. The Project was reviewed
according to standards set forth in 36 CFR, the regulations established by the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation to implement Section 106. Review consists of identifying and
evaluating potential impacts to historic resources on or eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places that may be impacted by Project work. Research for this report
included a search of the National Park Service’s National Register of Historic Places Inventory,
the State of Vermont Division for Historic Preservation (VDHP) Historic Sites & Structures
Surveys, and a review of historic maps (Beers 1869 and 1871; Walling 1857). A visual
inspection of the proposed Project area was conducted on December 6, 2012.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The proposed Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project includes approximately 43
miles of new, underground 12-inch natural gas transmission pipeline (Transmission Mainline),
extending from U.S. Route 2 in Colchester, to the intersection of U.S. Route 7 and Exchange
Street in Middlebury, Vermont (Figures 1 – 6). The Transmission Mainline includes a 50 ft (15
m) wide permanent corridor and a 25 ft (8 m) wide temporary construction corridor, for a total
corridor width of 75 ft (23 m) that will accommodate the pipeline and associated construction
activities, along with access roads and staging areas. Tree clearing will be required within the
corridor, though much of it overlaps with an existing, cleared powerline corridor. Also, many
portions of the corridor will run through currently cleared agricultural fields; some portions run
along existing roadsides. An aesthetics review addresses the proposed tree clearing and view
shed aspects of the Project in more detail (Boyle 2012).
The Project also includes approximately 5 miles of new, underground 6-inch distribution
main lines (Distribution Mainlines) that will extend into Vergennes and Middlebury, Vermont
(Figures 7 and 8). The Distribution Mainlines will be placed entirely within public road right-ofways, within Plank Road from New Haven to Vergennes, passing through Ferrisburgh and
Waltham, and within Exchange Street in Middlebury.
Project work also proposes the construction of three new, above ground distribution gate
stations: one located along U.S. Route 2 in Williston to reinforce the existing distribution system
(Figure 9); one on Plank Road in New Haven (Figure 10); and the third along U.S. Route 7 in
Middlebury, just south of the intersection with Exchange Street and Happy Valley Road, which
will provide new service to the towns of Vergennes and Middlebury respectively (Figure 11). In
plan, the gate stations measure approximately 100 x 100 ft (30 x 30 m) and consist of a meter
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and regulator building (32 x 12 ft), a smaller building (8 x 6 ft), a heater, filter and associated
pipes, all surrounded by wire fencing (Figures 12 and 13). In addition to the gate stations,
current plans indicate that seven above ground valves will also be installed along the
Transmission Mainline. These smaller structures consist of a valve enclosed by wire fence
within an area of 15 x 12 ft (Figures 14 and 15). Locations of these valves are discussed in the
town descriptions that follow.
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Figure 1. Map showing the location of the proposed Transmission Mainline (purple line) in
Colchester, Essex and Williston, Vermont.
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Figure 2. Map showing the location of the proposed Transmission Mainline (purple line) in
Williston, St. George and Hinesburg, Vermont.
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Figure 3. Map showing the location of the proposed Transmission Mainline (purple line) in
Hinesburg and Monkton, Vermont.
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Figure 4. Map showing the location of the proposed Transmission Mainline (purple line) in
Monkton and New Haven, Vermont.
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Figure 5. Map showing the location of the proposed Transmission Mainline (purple line) in New
Haven and Middlebury, Vermont.
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Figure 6. Map showing the location of the proposed Transmission Mainline (purple line) in New
Haven and Middlebury, Vermont.
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Figure 7. Image showing the location of the proposed Distribution Mainline (light blue-green)
along Plank Road, to Vergennes, Vermont.
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Figure 8. Image showing the location of the proposed Distribution Mainline (bright blue) along
Exchange Street in Middlebury, Vermont.
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Figure 9. Image showing the location of the Williston Gate Station along Route 2 (Williston
Road) in Williston, Vermont.
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Figure 10. Image showing the location of the New Haven Gate Station at the intersection of
Plank Road and North Street in New Haven, Vermont.
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Figure 11. Image showing the location of the Middlebury Gate Station along U.S. Route 7, south
of the intersection of Exchange and Happy Valley roads in Middlebury, Vermont.
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Figure 12. Draft plan sheet showing an example of a gate station to be installed along the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project
(Coler & Colantonio, Inc. 2012a).
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Figure 13. Photograph showing an example of a gate station to be installed along the Vermont
Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (photo provided by T.J. Boyle).
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Figure 14. Draft plan sheet showing an example of a Transmission Mainline valve to be installed along the Vermont Gas Addison
Natural Gas Project (Coler & Colantonio, Inc. 2012b).
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Figure 15. Photograph showing an example of a Transmission Mainline valve to be installed
along the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (photo provided by T.J. Boyle).

HISTORIC RESOURCES, SIGNIFICANCE AND DETERMINATION OF EFFECT
Numerous historic resources listed in the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation
Historic Sites & Structures Survey (VDHP Survey) and/or on the National Register of Historic
Places (NR) were identified within or nearby the proposed Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas
Project. Each known historic resource was considered historically significant and evaluated for
potential direct and indirect effects from the proposed Project. A field survey of the known
resources was conducted on December 6, 2012; at that time, the Project area was also reviewed
for any non-listed/unknown historic resources. Historic resources are discussed below by town,
starting at the northern end of the Project in Colchester, and concluding at the southern end in
Middlebury. The approximate alignment of the Project was hand drawn on the VDHP Survey
sketch maps to show a general relationship of the Project to historic resources; the maps and
added elements are not to scale and are presented only as a means to easily discuss historic
properties and their relationship to the Project corridor.
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COLCHESTER

Figure 16. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of Colchester showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green) (VDHP 1976).

Description: There are no historic resources within or nearby the proposed alignment of the
Transmission Mainline in Colchester (Figure 16).
Statement of Significance: There are no significant historic resources within or nearby the
proposed alignment of the Transmission Mainline.
Determination of Effect: There are no historic resources within, adjacent to or nearby the
Colchester portion of the proposed Project so there will be no direct or indirect impacts to any
historic property as a result of Project work. Therefore a determination of No Effect is
recommended for Colchester portion of the Project.
18
VGS012160

ESSEX

Figure 17. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of Essex showing the approximate alignment
of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green) (VDHP 1976).
Description of Resources: For most of the Essex portion of the Project (between Routes 2A and
Route 117), the proposed Transmission Mainline follows the edge of VT 289 (not constructed at
the time of the 1976 VDHP Survey), and there are no historic resources directly within or
adjacent to the alignment here (Figure 17). One historic resource close to the Project is a ca.
1835 brick house and related out buildings (#38) that are located 0.08 miles east of the where the
Transmission Mainline crosses Route 117, on the north side of the Winooski River (see Figure
17). Since 1976, two additional buildings have been constructed between this historic property
and the proposed location of the Project. Two other historic houses listed in the Survey that are
nearby the Project are a ca. 1935 brick farmhouse (#6), and a ca. 1885 vernacular Italianate
house (#7); both of these buildings are located on Route 15, approximately 0.20 miles south of
the Project location, and across the VT 289 interchange (see Figure 17). The only other historic
resource nearby the Project location in Essex is a small railroad truss bridge (#3) located about
0.08 miles north of where the Transmission Mainline will cross under the railroad tracks, just
north of the VT 289 exit ramp (see Figure 17).
19
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Statement of Significance: There are no significant historic resources located directly within or
adjacent to the proposed Project. The four historic properties located nearby the proposed
Transmission Mainline are included in the VDHP Survey and are considered significant historic
resources.
Determination of Effect: There will be no direct impacts to any historic property in the Essex
portion of the proposed Project. The four historic properties identified nearby the Project will
not be indirectly affected by Project work either, based on their location and setting, and the fact
that the Transmission Mainline will be underground. Therefore a determination of No Effect is
recommended for the Essex portion of the Project.
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WILLISTON

Figure 18. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of Williston showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green), including the location of the
Williston Gate Station (red) and Transmission Mainline valves (blue) (VDHP 1976).
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Description: Within the Williston portion of the Project area on Redmond Road, there are three
state-listed historic resources located adjacent to the route of the proposed Project. One of these
resources, a house located on the east side of the road (#102), is no longer extant; it appears to
have been removed ca. 1999 or 2000 (Figure 18). The other two properties, located on the west
side of the road, consist of a ca. 1845 brick house (#6), and the ca. 1840 Redmond Farm wood
frame, clapboard-sided house and associated barn and silo (#7) (see Figure 18). At one time,
both of these properties had associated farm outbuildings and barns located on the opposite side
of the road; however, all of those structures were removed by ca. 2000.
One Transmission Mainline valve will be installed near the termination of Redmond
Road, immediately south of the railroad tracks, and a second valve will be located on the north
side of Lincoln Road, approximately 0.12 miles west of Route 2A (see Figure 18). A gate station
will be constructed on the south side of Route 2, about 0.70 miles southeast of Route 2A (see
Figure 9 and 18). There are no historic resources at or nearby these locations. A former historic
house located nearby the proposed Williston Gate Station (#71) is no longer extant.
Where the proposed Project runs along the west side of Route 2A, between Walker Hill
Road and the St. George Town line, there are two nearby, listed historic properties. One is a ca.
1810 wood frame, clapboard-sided Federal style house and associated barn that is likely one of
Williston’s earliest farmhouses (#57) (see Figure 18). The other is a ca. 1830 brick house and
associated barn (#59) (see Figure 18). Both of these properties are located approximately 0.07
miles east of the proposed location of the Project which will be placed along the west side of the
existing VELCO powerline, which is located about 0.06 miles west of the two resources.
Statement of Significance: The four historic properties located adjacent to or nearby the
proposed Project are included in the VDHP Survey and are considered significant historic
resources.
Determination of Effect: There will be no direct impacts to any historic property in the Williston
portion of the proposed Project. The four historic properties identified adjacent to or nearby the
Transmission Mainline will not be indirectly affected by Project work either, based on their
location and setting, and the fact that the Project will be underground. The two historic
properties located along the west side of Route 2A will not be affected by any tree clearing
associated with Project work due to the fact that the VELCO power corridor already runs behind
(west of) these resources and a swath has already been cleared. No historic properties will be
affected by the construction of an above ground gate station on the south side of Route 2, or by
the installation of two valves. Therefore a determination of No Effect is recommended for the
Essex portion of the Project.
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ST. GEORGE

Figure 19. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of St. George showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green) (VDHP 1979).

Description: In St. George, there are two historic properties located along the west side of Route
2A that lie nearby the proposed Project corridor (Figure 19). One is a ca. 1840 Greek Revival
style dwelling (#3), and the other is a ca. 1830 brick house (#5) (see Figure 19). Both of these
properties are located approximately 0.20 miles east of the proposed location of the Transmission
Mainline which will be placed along the west side of the existing VELCO powerline, which is
located about 0.16 miles west of the two resources.
At the intersection of Routes 2A and 116 in St. George, the proposed Transmission
Mainline will be buried approximately 0.02 miles behind (north of) a Federal style Classic
Cottage house that was built in 1830 for Nathan Lockwood, a member of a prominent family of
St. George farmers and landowners (#6) (Figure 20; see Figure 19). Current plans show that the
Transmission Mainline will lie almost entirely on adjoining property; however, it appears that its
placement may require a permanent easement and the clearing of a small amount of mostly
scrub-type vegetation at the very northwest corner of the property. This corner is adjacent to a
wide swath of clearing that has already taken place for the VELCO powerline, which runs
through the west side of the property.
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Figure 20. View northeast, across Route 117, of the John Lockwood House, located at the
intersection of Routes 116 and 2A in St. George, Vermont.

Statement of Significance: The three historic properties located adjacent to or nearby the
proposed Project are included in the VDHP Survey and are considered significant historic
resources.
Determination of Effect: The only potential direct impact to historic property in the St. George
portion of the proposed Project may occur with a minor permanent easement and small area of
vegetation clearing at the northwest corner of the Lockwood House (current landowners are
Robert and Anne Frost). This easement and clearing would take place next to a larger swath of
clearing that accommodates the VELCO power corridor and the new vegetation removal would
not have an additional effect on the property. The two historic properties located along the west
side of Route 2A will not be affected by any tree clearing associated with Project work due to the
fact that the VELCO power corridor already runs behind (west of) these resources (almost a
quarter of a mile from them) and a swath has already been cleared.
Overall, the three historic properties identified adjacent to or nearby the Project in St.
George will not be significantly indirectly affected by Project work, based on their location and
setting, and the fact that the Transmission Mainline will be underground. With little to no
vegetation screening currently in place, the historic property located at the intersection of Routes
24
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116 and 2A is openly exposed to views of the VELCO lines and Route 116 on its west, and a
utility line and Route 2A on its east. Views of the golf course parking area which is located
across Route 116 to the west of this property, are somewhat screened by vegetation currently in
place. If any of this vegetation is removed as a result of the Project, replanting should occur to
maintain the screening and prevent any additional effect. A determination of No Effect is
recommended for the St. George portion of the Project.
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HINESBURG

Figure 21. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of Hinesburg showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green) and location of a
Transmission Mainline valve (blue) (VDHP 1977).
26
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Description: Within the Hinesburg portion of the Project, the Transmission Mainline follows the
existing VELCO power corridor from the St. George town line to Charlotte Road, crossing
predominantly open farm fields, and there are no historic resources directly within or nearby the
Project alignment here (Figure 21). There is an historic farmstead property (#23) on the west
side of Charlotte Road, immediately south of the 90º bend in the road and just north of where
Baldwin Road begins (Figure 22; see Figure 21). The farm house dates to 1914 and the barn to
ca. 1892. Along this stretch of road, the Transmission Mainline will be located on the opposite
(east) side of Charlotte Road from the house, buildings and mature trees associated with the
farm, within the right-of-way of Charlotte Road.
An above ground valve will be installed where the Transmission Mainline meets the
north side of Charlotte Road, adjacent to the VELCO transmission line and just south of a solar
installation (see Figure 21).
The location of the proposed Project switches back to the west side of the road, just after
Charlotte Road heads to the west and the road south becomes Baldwin Road. There are three
historic properties situated on the east side of Baldwin Road: a 1928 summer cottage type house
(#24); a ca. 1915 Colonial Revival house (#25); and a ca. 1840 Greek Revival style house (#26)
(see Figure 21). There are barns located across the road from the latter two houses that are likely
associated with those properties. The Project will run in front of (east of) these barns, within the
right of way of Baldwin Road.
Statement of Significance: All four historic properties located along Charlotte and Baldwin
roads in the Hinesburg portion of the Project are included in the VDHP Survey and are
considered significant historic resources.
Determination of Effect: There will be no direct impacts to any historic property in the
Hinesburg portion of the proposed Project. The four historic properties identified along the
Transmission Mainline route, on Charlotte and Baldwin roads, will not be indirectly affected by
Project work either, based on the fact that the Transmission Mainline will be underground,
within the road right-of-ways, and will require only limited tree clearing that does not appear to
significantly alter views from or to the historic properties. An historic farmstead property (#23)
is located just over 0.25 miles across a farm field from the proposed valve installation; however,
given the distance and the numerous, larger structures already in place at and near the location,
along with proposed landscape plantings around it, it does not appear that the valve structure will
affect the property. Therefore a determination of No Effect is recommended for the Hinesburg
portion of the Project.
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MONKTON

Figure 22. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of Monkton showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green) and Transmission Mainline
valve (blue) (VDHP 1992).

28
VGS012170

Description: In the Monkton portion of the Project area, the proposed Transmission Mainline
follows the existing VELCO powerline corridor from just south of the Hinesburg town line to
Monkton Boro, and there are no historic resources directly within or nearby the alignment in this
portion (Figure 22). Within the village of Monkton Boro, the proposed Project will be placed
along the east side of Monkton Road. Monkton Boro is designated a Historic District in the
VDHP Survey (Figure 23), and it contains the National Register-listed Monkton Borough Baptist
Church, which sits back from the west side of the road (see Figure 23, #14) (USDI NPS 1989).
Contributing buildings within the District along the east side of the road north of Boro Hill Road,
include: a ca. 1900 carriage barn (#2b), a ca. 1810 Federal style I-house (#2), a ca. 1890 carriage
barn (#5), and a ca. 1850 Greek Revival style house (#6) (Figures 24 and 25; see Figure 23).

Figure 23. VDHP Survey sketch map of the Monkton Boro Historic District showing the
approximate alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green) (VDHP 1992).
29
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Figure 24. View northeast of the east side of Monkton Road within the Monkton Boro Historic
District (#2 at right foreground and #2b at right center, with red roof).

Figure 25. View northeast of the east side of Monkton Road, at the intersection with Boro Hill
Road (at right), within the Monkton Boro Historic District (#6 at right foreground and #5 at left).
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Contributing buildings #4 and #2a, and non-contributing building #3, that appear on the 1992
map, no longer exist. Contributing buildings within the District along the east side of the road
south of Boro Hill Road, include a ca. 1805 Federal style house (#7) with early 1900s sheds and
a carriage barn (#7a, b and c) (Figure 26; see Figure 23).
In addition to the National Register-listed church (#15), contributing buildings on the
west side of the road include: a ca. 1805 Federal style house (#1), a ca. 1860 school house that is
set back from the road (#14), a ca. 1885 carriage barn (#13a), a ca. 1810 Federal style Cape Cod
house (#12), a ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house at the intersection of Hollow Road, and a ca.
1905 flat-roofed store that fronts Hollow Road (#9) (see Figure 23). There are mature trees
along Monkton Road throughout the District. Immediately outside of the boundaries of the
Monkton Boro Historic District, there is a ca. 1850 blacksmiths’ shop on the west side of the
road, across the road from the proposed location of the Project (see Figure 22, #5).

Figure 26. View southwest of the east side of Monkton Road, at the intersection with Boro Hill
Road (foreground), within the Monkton Boro Historic District (#7 at left foreground and #7c at
left background).

Continuing south on Monkton Road, the Project, which remains on the east side of the
road, encounters a second cluster of historic buildings in Barnumtown (see Figure 22). There is
only one historic property on the east side of the road here, a ca. 1855 school house that is
located at a 90º bend in the road (#43). All other historic properties in Barnumtown are situated
on the opposite (west) side of the road from the Project. These properties include: a ca. 1885
31
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bank barn (#45), a ca. 1850 Greek Revival style Classic Cottage house (#44), a second, ca. 1855
Classic Cottage and related barns (#42), a ca. 1820 Federal style house (#41), and a very early,
ca. 1805 Federal style house (#40). Further south in Monkton, on Parks Hurlburt Road, there is
an historic farmstead (buildings ranging from ca. 1850 – 1910) primarily on the west side of the
road (#35), but with one historic outbuilding on the east side. Immediately above the Bristol
town line, there is a second ca. 1850 farmstead on the east side of the road (#34).
An above ground Transmission Mainline valve will be installed on the east side of Pond
Road, just north of the intersection with Monkton Road on the grounds of the Monkton School
(see Figure 22).
Statement of Significance: The Monkton Boro Historic District was listed on the VDHP Survey
in 1977; the District includes the Monkton Borough Baptist Church which was listed on the
National Register in 1989. Although several buildings have been removed since that time, the
remaining resources continue to reflect their importance as an early, rural commercial and social
center. The District retains its integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and
association and is still considered a significant historic resource. The other nine individual
historic recourses along the Project route in Monkton that are included in the VDHP Survey are
also considered significant historic resources.
Determination of Effect: Where the Project runs through the Monkton Boro Historic District, the
Transmission Mainline will be entirely underground and there will be no installation of above
ground valves and no gate stations constructed. Current plans also indicate that no additional
permanent right-of-way will be required within the District to achieve Project work; if this plan
changes, additional review of the specific areas to be acquired would be necessary. Project work
within the District does appear to propose the removal of mature trees that are important to the
character of the District. Any removal or other negative impacts to these trees would likely
result in an Adverse Effect to the Monkton Boro Historic District. The other three historic
properties that are located along the east side of road directly adjacent to the proposed
Transmission Mainline installation (the historic school house building on Monkton Road in
Barnumtown and the two farmsteads on Parks Hurlburt Road), will not be directly affected by
the Project.
Other than the potential tree removal within the Monkton Boro Historic District, there
will likely be no additional indirect effect to historic properties, including those identified along
the Project route on the opposite side of the road in Monkton, based on the fact that the
Transmission Mainline will be underground and proposed tree clearing has been limited. There
are no historic resources at or nearby the proposed valve location so that structure will not affect
any historic resources. Based on the proposed tree clearing within the Monkton Boro Historic
District, a determination of Adverse Effect is recommended for the Monkton portion of the
Project.
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NEW HAVEN

Figure 27. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of New Haven showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green), including the location of the
New Haven Gate Station (red) and Transmission Mainline valves (blue) (VDHP 1992).
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Description: For most of the New Haven portion of the Project, the Transmission Mainline
follows the existing VELCO power corridor, crossing predominantly open farm fields, and there
are no historic resources directly within the alignment here (Figure 27). There are several
historic properties along the west side of North Street (#11 – #15) whose western boundaries
abut the Project area, including the Bottum Farm (#14), a National Register-listed historic
farmstead )se Figure 27) (USDI NPS 2008). A ca. 1930 camp building (#10) which is mapped
nearby where the Project will cross Route 117 could not be located and does not appear to exist
anymore.
There are three mid-1800s farm houses (#37, #65 and #66) with associated farm
buildings along Hunt Road that are also nearby the Project (see Figure 27); the existing VELCO
power line runs adjacent to and through these properties. Near the Middlebury town line, a ca.
1830 Federal style house is located on the south side of River Road; the Transmission Mainline
is proposed for the north side of River Road here (see Figure 27). The Transmission Mainline is
proposed to run along the road edge at both the north and west sides of a ca. 1830 Greek Revival
style house and outbuildings (#40) that is located the corner of River Road and U.S. Route 7
(Figure 28; see Figure 27). There are numerous mature trees associated with this property, many
of which line both road edges.
An above ground gate station and valve will be installed at the intersection of North
Street and Plank Road (see Figure 10), and a second valve will be installed immediately north of
VELCO’s New Haven substation, just south of Route 17 (see Figure 27). A Distribution
Mainline to Vergennes from New Haven, passing through Ferrisburgh and Waltham, will be
placed entirely within the public road right-of-way of Plank Road (see Figure 7).

Figure 28. View east of historic house (#40) on east side of U.S. Route 7 in New Haven.
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Statement of Significance: All of the identified adjacent or nearby historic properties located
along North Street, Hunt Road, River Road and U.S. Route 7 in the New Haven portion of the
Project are included in the VDHP Survey and are considered significant historic resources. The
Bottum Farm along North Street (currently owned by David and Francis Caccavo) is also
included on National Register of Historic Places under the Multiple Property Documentation,
“Agricultural Resources of Vermont”.
Determination of Effect: There will be no direct impacts to any historic property in the New
Haven portion of the proposed Project. Historic properties identified along and nearby the
Transmission Mainline route, will not be indirectly affected by Project work either, based on the
fact that it will be underground, within road right-of-ways, and will not require tree clearing that
will significantly affect viewsheds. The Distribution Mainline from New Haven to Vergennes,
passing through Ferrisburgh and Waltham, will have no effect on standing buildings or structures
because it will be placed entirely within the public road right-of-way of Plank Road. Therefore a
determination of No Effect is recommended for the New Haven portion of the Project.
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MIDDLEBURY

Figure 29. Detail of the VDHP Survey sketch map of Middlebury showing the approximate
alignment of the Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project (green), including the location of the
Middlebury Gate Station (red) and Transmission Mainline valve (blue).
Description: A small portion of the Project runs along the east side of U.S. Route 7 in
Middlebury (Figure 29). There are four VDHP Survey-listed properties along this stretch of
road. Immediately south of the New Haven town line is a ca. 1845 Greek Revival style Classic
Cottage with related outbuildings (#1), and just south of that property is an extensive farmstead,
with buildings dating from ca. 1860 through 1950 (#2) (Figures 30 and 31; see Figure 29). Both
of these properties have mature trees near the edge of Route 7. A third historic property, a ca.
1845 Greek Revival style Classic Cottage is located at the intersection of Route 7 and Happy
Valley Road, and the fourth property, a ca. 1870 vernacular Italianate style house (#4), is located
just south of the Happy Valley Road intersection (see Figure 29). There is no vegetation directly
along the road side in front of these latter two houses. An above ground gate station and valve
will be installed along the east side of U.S. Route 7, just south of Happy Valley Road (see Figure
29). A Distribution Mainline will be placed entirely within the public road right-of-way of
Exchange Street in Middlebury (see Figure 8).
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Figure 30. View northeast of historic house (#1) on the east side of U.S. Route 7 in Middlebury.

Figure 31. View northeast of historic farmstead (#2) on the east side of U.S. Route 7 in
Middlebury.
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Figure 32. View northeast of historic house (#3) on the east side of U.S. Route 7 in Middlebury.

Statement of Significance: All four of the historic properties located along U.S. Route 7 in the
Middlebury portion of the Project are included in the VDHP Survey and are considered
significant historic resources.
Determination of Effect: There will be no direct impacts to any historic property in the
Middlebury portion of the proposed Project. Historic properties identified along the
Transmission Mainline route will not be indirectly affected by Project work either, based on the
fact that it will be underground, within road right-of-ways and/or outside of historic property
boundaries, and will not require the clearing of mature trees. The historic house (#4) that is
situated just north of the proposed gate station and valve location is buffered by a thick grove of
trees that will remain in place. The Distribution Mainline along Exchange Street will have no
effect on standing buildings or structures because it will be placed entirely within the public road
right-of-way. Therefore a determination of No Effect is recommended for the New Haven
portion of the Project.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The Vermont Gas Addison Natural Gas Project proposes approximately 43 miles of new,
underground 12-inch natural gas Transmission Mainline and approximately 5 miles of new,
underground six-inch Distribution Mainlines in Colchester, Essex, Williston, St. George and
Hinesburg, Chittenden County, Vermont, and in Monkton, New Haven and Middlebury, Addison
County, Vermont. Project work also proposes the construction of three new, above ground
distribution gate stations and seven new, above ground Transmission Mainline valves,
distributed throughout the Project area.
Historic resources, including one historic district, the Monkton Boro Historic District,
were identified within, adjacent to, or nearby the Project corridor in all towns except Colchester.
All of the identified historic resources are included in the Vermont Division for Historic
Preservation Historic Sites & Structures Surveys. Two resources, the Monkton Borough Baptist
Church and the Bottum Farm in New Haven, are also listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. No additional historic resources were identified as a result of a field survey of the Project
area. Each historic resource was evaluated for potential direct and indirect impacts from the
proposed Project for compliance under Vermont’s Section 248 of Title 30 and Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and its amendments.
As a result of this historic resources review, a determination of No Effect for standing
historic resources is recommended for the majority of the proposed Project. A determination of
Adverse Effect is recommended for the portion of the project that passes through the Monkton
Boro Historic District if the removal of mature trees that are important to the District’s character
cannot be avoided. Any changes to the current plans that have the potential to affect any of the
identified historic resources throughout the project area, such as acquisition of permanent rightof-way, removal of mature trees, or relocation of above ground Project elements, would require
further review.
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